
Nature Forecasting Experiment 
 
Optional printable book as an opener to the project:  (you can find the printable book below) 
  
 
What better way to connect with nature than to learn from it. In the process of learning the kids 
will take notice of things they haven't before and understand the magical and special knowledge 
that it possesses. 
 
Let your child know that there are many accounts of the ancient Druids reading and 
understanding nature; it is one way that the gods communicated with them. They could tell what 
would happen in the future, what the weather would be like, and if nature, humans, and the 
spiritual world were in balance. Tell them that they will do a modern day experiment to learn 
about the connection the ancient Druids had with nature as well as the feelings that comes with it. 
 
First they will need to choose at least 3 no more than 6 weather folk tales from the list below: 
 
Flowers close up before a storm 
When dogs eat grass expect rain and maybe severe weather 
Wolves always howl more before a storm 
When a rooster crows before bed it will be raining in the morning 
Ants are busy, gnats bite, crickets sing louder then usual, spiders come down from their webs, 
and flies gather in houses just before rain and severe storms 
If the sky is red in the evening and gray in the morning it will be a fine day 
If the sky is gray in the evening and red in the morning it will rain 
When small clouds join together expect rain 
When leaves of a tree turn over, it will be windy 
Birds on a telephone wire indicate the coming of rain 
When spiders weave their webs by Noon, fine weather is coming soon 
The sky turns green in a storm when there is hail on the way 
When the trout jump high the night will bring rain 
An eerie light coming from a marsh means it will rain real soon 
Humans have the ability to smell rain coming 
Locusts sing when the air is hot and dry 
A Tulip opens when the temperature rises and closes when it falls 
Flowers smell best right before a rain 
Cats scratch a post before it gets windy 
Cats wash their face before it rains 
If a lot of spiders are spinning their web there will soon be a dry spell 
When the sun is reddish it will rain 
When there is a cloud on the brow of the setting sun it will rain 
If there is dew on the grass the next day will be fair weather 
If mist is rising from the pond fair weather will be tomorrow 
If a frog makes noise at the time of a cold rain then warm dry weather will follow 
 
 
The Kid/Nature Experiment: 
 
They will keep a nature journal. The first thing they will write in their journal is a list of the folk 
tales they chose from the list. This journal is to be written in each and every time they go into 
nature. Each entry will consist of the day and time they went as well as every thing they noticed 
(flying birds, direction of wind, activity of animals, etc…). Let them write as much as possible, 
however, make sure they watch the things that are written about in the chosen folk tales. 
 
Before writing in their journal they are to walk around, preferably different times of the day, in 
nature. Nature doesn't have to mean you take them a trip to the woods. It might be best for them 



to observe in their own area – remember this is where their personal local nature gods roam. 
They will need to take the walks and write in the journal at least once daily (more recommended) 
for two or three weeks. 
 
At the end of this period have them tell you if the folk tale is true or not and have them use 
information in their journal to back up what they tell you. You may want the older kids to do this in 
writing. 
 
To add on to this lesson you can have them continue taking trips outside and documenting 
everything they see including the weather daily. They can use their findings to come up with their 
own weather tales. You can also give this project to them in different seasons so they can 
become aware of the differences in the seasons (by observation not date). It would be great if 
they could totally connect with the land around them – when it comes time to find the land gods, 
they will already be familiar and in touch with them. 
 
 
Folktales Listing was obtained from – 
http://members.aol.com/Accustiver/wxworld_folk.html 
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It w
as b

reakfa
st tim

e be
fore m

y p
arents day 

outing.  I ate real slow
ly be

cause
 I didn

’t w
an

 
them

 to go.  It w
a

sn
’t th

at I w
as a b

ab
y and 

could
n’t b

e w
ithout the

m
, it w

as just th
at I ha

d 
to stay w

ith a
 neig

hbor th
at I didn’t know

 a
nd

 
re

a
lly didn’t w

ant to kno
w

.   

H
e

 also to
ld m

e th
at so

m
ething good is goin

g 
to h

ap
pen to m

e. I d
id not believe him

 a
t all. 

H
e

 told m
e

 tha
t I didn't have to, but I sh

ould 
a

lw
a

ys be
lieve. H

e
 told m

e
 a

bou
t h

ow
 th

e 
cloud

s could te
ll him

 the futu
re. I still didn't 

b
e

lieve him
 a

nd I ha
d no inten

tion
s to, ever. 

 W
e th

en w
e

nt fo
r a w

alk a
roun

d the
 

n
e

igh
borhood and p

ark.  H
e told m

e to co
llect 

d
iffe

ren
t le

aves a
nd flo

w
e

rs so a
s h

e pointed 
them

 out I pu
t th

em
 in

 a bag he gave m
e.  

W
he

n the bag w
a

s full he car
rie

d it for the re
st 

o
f th

e w
a

lk. 
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It E
ven tho

ugh I took m
y tim

e p
utting on

 m
y 

clothe
s, b

rushing m
y te

eth and
 com

bing m
y 

ha
ir it w

a
sn’t long b

efo
re I w

a
s sta

nding on
 

his sid
ew

a
lk.  T

his m
a

n live
d alo

ne
 a

nd spe
nt 

hours w
alking e

ve
ryw

he
re.  T

h
e kid

s in the
 

ne
igh

bo
rho

od sa
id he w

as stra
ng

e.  I w
a

sn’t 
sure

 ho
w

 I felt abou
t h

im
.  I w

a
s su

re that I 
didn’t w

ant to spend a
 w

hole da
y w

ith th
is 

w
e

ird m
a

n even though m
y fathe

r said it 
w

o
uld b

e very good fo
r m

e to spend tim
e w

ith 
a ve

ry d
edicated D

ruid.
 

W
he

n w
e g

ot ba
ck to his yard he com

plained 
that h

is legs w
ere hurtin

g him
.  H

e told m
e 

that o
ld m

en n
eed to sit e

ve
ry once in a w

hile 
to rest. I join

ed him
 an

d sat unde
r a nea

rby 
w

illow
 tree, b

ecause it gave w
onde

rful shade 
from

 th
e scaldin

g su
n. W

e sa
t for a w

hile as in 
a silen

t trance. I w
a

s am
azed a

t how
 b

eautifu
l 

na
ture cou

ld be. H
e then rea

ch
ed his hand 

over to a lea
f an

d starte
d g

en
tly rubbing it. I 

w
as ju

st w
atching beca

use so far this m
an

 had 
neve

r failed to a
m

a
ze m

e. W
he

n he finished 
he told m

e tha
t the

 a
nim

als in the are
a w

e
re

 
thirsty. 
 H

e told m
e

 to
 fill a co

ntaine
r w

ith w
ate

r from
 

his w
e

ll a
nd sit it unde

r an o
ak tre

e.  H
e had 

m
e

 u
se a w

e
ll to fill it and I couldn't b

elieve 
that h

e still h
ad on

e be
ca

use th
ey w

ere o
ut-

da
te

d yea
rs ago.  A

fter I com
ple

ted m
y task I 

ca
m

e ba
ck and sa

t w
ith him

 under the w
illo

w
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M
y fathe

r did th
e intro

du
ction

s telling him
 m

y 
n

am
e and telling m

e th
e m

an’s n
am

e w
a

s 
S

e
a

nair T
agh

airm
.  W

e each sa
id h

ello and 
d

ad
 did h

is usua
l p

arting quickly routine.   
 I thou

gh
t to

 m
yself tha

t th
is m

an ha
d a very 

long
 nam

e.  I cou
ldn

’t figure out w
hy he w

as 
calling

 th
e m

an g
randfa

the
r becau

se I kn
ew

 
th

at he w
asn

’t m
y fathe

r’s gra
nd

fathe
r.  I w

a
s 

fa
m

iliar w
ith th

e G
a

elic langu
age, but h

ad no 
id

ea w
hat T

aghairm
 m

e
ant. 

 M
y thoughts w

e
re interrupte

d a
s I w

a
lked into 

h
is house

.   I co
uld

n’t be
lieve it, he had 

thing
s, bu

t n
on

e o
f the good stuff.  H

e d
idn’t 

h
ave a television, D

V
D

 player, or anything to 
liste

n to m
u

sic on.  M
o

stly it w
a

s ju
st bare and 

re
al clean.  

 H
e

 le
t m

e sit in the on
ly ch

air looking thing
 in 

th
e room

 and he sa
t acro

ss fro
m

 m
e

 on th
e 

floor.  I w
as thin

king h
e w

ould ta
lk to m

e a 
little at lea

st, but he didn’t.  H
e just told

 m
e 

th
at he w

as in th
e m

id
dle o

f m
editating

 and it 
w

ould take a fe
w

 m
ore

 m
inutes o

f silence fo
r 

h
im

 to fin
ish.  H

e did te
ll m

e if I w
as thirsty to 

g
o into the kitche

n and
 get so

m
e w

ate
r if I 

w
a

nted to.   
 N

ow
 things w

ere even strange
r than I thoug

ht 
th

ey w
ould be at first.  I w

a
s sittin

g the
re 

w
hile he m

e
ditate

d in fro
nt of m

e, th
is w

a
s

  

ca
m

e back and sa
t w

ith him
 under the w

illow
 

tree.  W
e just sa

t there
 staring a

t the con
ta

ine
r 

and so
on en

ough, anim
a

ls w
ere com

ing
 

tow
a

rds it from
 all dire

ction
s. T

h
e an

im
a

ls 
w

ere
 so b

eautiful and I w
a

tched a
s if 

m
e

sm
e

rized. S
o

on all of the anim
a

ls ha
d 

ab
an

doned the
ir places by the contain

er just a
s 

fast as th
ey ha

d co
m

e. 
 T

he
 m

an
 th

en
 stood up a

nd I fo
llow

ed him
 

into th
e hou

se and th
rough

 som
e b

e
ad curtains 

to a sm
all kitch

en. H
e ha

nd
ed m

e a b
ook to 

rea
d and I sat on a cush

ion in silen
ce fo

r w
ha

t 
see

m
e

d like h
ou

rs. 

T
he

 quie
t w

a
s bro

ke
n by h

im
 sitting a

 bo
w

l of 
som

ething green a
nd w

a
tery w

ith lea
ve

s 
floa

ting in it on the
 table in front o

f m
e. I 

didn't w
ant to b

e ru
de so I too

k a
 bite and it 

ta
sted gre

at.  I looke
d up and

 to
ld him
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\  

g
oin

g to b
e a ve

ry boring d
ay. 

 I didn’t even notice
 th

a
t I h

ad lost track of 
w

h
at w

a
s go

ing
 on a

round
 m

e until he
 broke 

the silen
ce and a

sked m
e if I w

a
nted to ta

lk 
fo

r a few
 m

inute
s. 

 W
e o

nly talke
d for a little w

h
ile but I did lea

rn 
a

 little about him
.  H

e liked a
irplanes just like 

I did.  H
is n

am
e w

a
sn’t S

ean
air T

aghairm
 

w
h

ich m
eant ‘w

ise g
randfa

ther w
ho pays 

a
tte

ntion to na
ture

’.  T
his n

am
e w

a
s given to 

h
im

 by his D
ru

id frien
ds.  H

is fa
vo

rite colo
r 

w
a

s blue. 

h
ow

 m
uch I like

d his coo
king as h

e m
a

de
 his 

o
w

n b
ow

l a
nd sat opposite fro

m
 m

e
. W

e ate 
a

nd
 talke

d for a
w

hile a
bo

ut the different 
things w

e gathe
red a

nd
 ho

w
 he use

d the
m

 fo
r 

this soup.  H
e told

 m
e

 I w
a

s a go
od kid and 

that I w
ou

ld grow
 u

p to b
e a great p

erso
n.  

Ju
st the

n a kno
ck cam

e
 from

 the fro
nt doo

r. 
"M

u
st be you

r pa
ren

ts" he said a
s he w

alked 
to the doo

r a
nd gre

eted
 th

em
.  A

s I le
ft I 

thanked
 S

e
an

air T
agha

irm
 for a g

reat tim
e a

nd 
told him

 I h
ad le

arn
ed

 a lo
t. 
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T
he

n he quickly stood up an
d m

otione
d m

e
 to 

follow
 him

 outsid
e. T

he light w
a

s so bright 
a

nd I had to shield m
y e

ye
s from

 its vio
lent 

rays. I lo
oked ove

r at the m
an and he w

as 
standing the

re just staring u
p at sun

. N
ow

 I  
w

as w
onde

rin
g if he

 w
as in

san
e and ju

st as I 
thought I shou

ld run for it he
 to

ld m
e th

at it 
w

as 10:42. I asked
 him

 to exp
lain how

 he 
w

ould even know
 th

is w
itho

ut a clock? H
e 

e
xplain

ed to
 m

e how
 you can tell tim

e by the
 

sun. I didn't und
erstand w

hy he w
ou

ldn't just 
go buy a clock bu

t this w
as so co

ol. 

M
y fathe

r w
alked m

e out to the car and a
sked 

m
e w

h
at I had done all day and I told him

 
e

ve
rything. H

e
 to

ld m
e

 tha
t h

e w
a

s happy I 
g

ot su
ch a gre

at experience from
 this visit. H

e 
e

xp
laine

d to
 m

e that th
e an

cie
nt D

ruids ha
d a 

con
nection w

ith n
ature

 sim
ilar to th

e on
e tha

t 
S

e
a

nair T
agh

airm
 h

ad
.  I ag

ree
d he w

as tru
ly

 a 
w

ise
 grand

fath
er conn

ected w
ith na

tu
re.  I 

p
lan to spend som

e tim
e

 w
ith him

 in the 
fu

ture and lea
rn all I can about him

.   
 T

oday, thoug
h, I am

 p
laying w

ith m
y grand

-
m

oth
er w

h
o h

ad a m
iracle cure over he

r heart 
con

dition the
 d

ay that I visited S
eanair 

T
agh

airm, it w
as the good

 thing he said w
ould 

h
ap

pen.  I hope h
e is right a

bout m
e

 gro
w

in
g 

u
p to b

e a g
reat person.   

 I h
op

e to b
e like m

y frien
d S

ea
na

ir T
aghairm

 
w

he
n I gro

w
 up, I can

’t think of an
ybody 

b
etter to b

e like. 
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